
One disadvantage 01 wood is its attractive­
ness to equine teeth. In this state, splinters 
and rough edges can "bite" back. 

nsity polyethelene). Like P\·c. ir i 
trung, durable and virtually maintenance 

free. The polyethelene is especially useful 

in harsh climates where winter conditions 

can shatter ck splint some fencing. 

Because it contains no chlorides, HOPE 

fencing does not contaminate the ground 

water, which is a consideration for some 

who have many acres to fence in. It main­

tains some flexibility against horses that 

lean or run into the fence. 

HOPE comes in standard lumber sizes 

to replace wood components easily, with 

6-foot sections being the most popular. It 

is also available in several colots, and can 

be used for constructions other than 

fences and paddocks. Plastic lumber is 

often guaranteed for as much as 20 years 

and can either be installed by the manu­

facturer or installed yourself. 

electric fence visibility, you may be more 

comforrable with a combination of white 

PVC board and elecrric fence; the white 

board makes the fence visible, while the 

elecrricity makes the fence respected. 

Plastic Lumber: Fencing that looks 

like PVC rails but is a slightly different 

compound is known as HOPE (high-

HTP Rail. Relatively new, high-tensile 

polymer rail fencing is a steel wire totally 

encased in a protective ultraviolet resistant 

solid polymer. It is designed to be safe for 

horses, with a four-rail fence able to with­

stand an impact of 16,200 pounds. The 

rails flex upon impact and then return to 

their original positions. Attached to pres­

sure treated pOSts through a patented, 

dyn,lmic bracket system, the HTP fencing 

resists warping, cracking or splintering, 

and is maintenance free. 

Alternate Enclosures 
There are other options for fencing: 

Rubber belts, different kinds of wires, hol­

low metal poles or pipes, even large stones 

or hedges can be used. However, wood, 

PVc. electric and wire mesh are the most 

popular, easily found, cost effective and 

safe for keeping horses. Many of these 

types of fencing can be combined, thus 
saving you even more money. For exam­

ple, an electric fence may be combined 

with a PVC top board ro increase visibility 

and longevity of the fence, or a single elec­

tric strand can be placed over wood or 

plastic fencing to get the benefits of elecrric 

fencing, while keeping a traditional look. 

A properly installed and maintained 

fence is a safety feature for your horse and 

a worry-free pleasure for you. If, as poet 
Robert Frost says, "Good fences make 

good neighbors," I'll add that good fences 

also make for good horsekeeping. ~ 

The author is il ji-eelance writer based in 
Floral Park, New York. 
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